
CANADA NETHERLANDS FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

It is more than a Royal touch for the Canada
Netherlands Friendship Day event, and
includes a floral setting. On April 30, the RBG
center – the venue - will be open to Canada
Netherlands Friendship Day visitors free of
charge.

CNFA’s spokesman Vander Laan says the RBG
facility offers much more space for his event. In
addition to the regular
program points, some
still have to be confirmed
at press time, there also
will be many more par-
ticipants from the com-
munity who will exhibit
their products and
explain their services.

The 2005 Canada
Netherlands Friendship
Day evening event also
follows the footsteps of
Dutch Queen Beatrix
who in 1988 visited the
Royal Botanical Gardens

to meet with the local Dutch community. The
beautiful venue is familiar to everyone and con-
nects with the widely-known Dutch appreciation
for flowers.

Collections
Founded in 1941, the Royal Botanical Gardens

includes five significantly different gardens, and

with four nature sanctuaries on about 2,700 acres,
it rates as one of the largest of its kind in the
world. RBG’s sanctuaries and marshlands are
accessible with trails, covering 30 kilometres.
During the tourist season, the different parts of
the garden complex are linked by shuttle buses.

The gardens are home to more than 40,000
recorded plants, displayed in about 50 different

collections.These include
the world’s largest collec-
tion of lilacs and almost
two acres of roses. The
April 30 event, of course,

is early in the
RBG’s new season. 

To fully appreciate
what RBG offers, 

a return visit
definitely is worthy
of consideration.

The Sweetest of Springs. That’s how many
remember the Liberation of the Netherlands
in April 1945 when the area east of the the

IJssel river and the IJsselmeer was freed from
Nazi control. That month - with the war all but
won - also was the cruelest with nearly 1,200
Canadian soldiers paying for freedom with
their lives. Still, the killing went on. The last
five days - in May 1945 - another 114
Canadians lost their lives on Dutch soil. They
were not the only ones to pay such a prize.
Dutch civilians, as they had throughout the
five-year occupation, bore the brunt of it all in
the crossfire, fired upon from both sides. To
many people, both Dutch and Canadian, it
also was a bittersweet time.

Remembrance of the
Canada Netherlands
ties has been written in

hardship and blood. In keeping with Dutch tradi-
tion, the Burlington event has two separate com-
ponents, the Flag raising  at City Hall includes the
Remembrance of the Fallen which in the
Netherlands on the eve of Liberation anniversary
celebrations is observed throughout the country
with the local silent walks to war cemeteries and
monuments and two minutes of silence. The
Canada Netherlands Friendship Day evening pro-
gram represents the festive Liberation Day.
Organizer Jack Vander Laan prefers to include
the mutual ties of the past sixty years in the
group’s concept.                 continued on page 3

Friendship Day in new venue

Royal Botanical Gardens adds touch of Spring to April 30th event

Volume 2005 - Issue 5 a supplement to the Windmill Herald

We have a seat for you to Amsterdam!

CELEBRATE THE DUTCH LIBERATION
ANNIVERSARY IN CANADA AND HOLLAND

- 1945 - 2005 - 

Sweetest of Springs in 1945 extracted great costs

Friendship Day combines sentiments of two Dutch Remembrance events
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www.dutchmarket.com
1-866-355-1351

The Dutch Market Ltd., 544 Queen St, Chatham, Ontario, N7M 2J6

BOOKS • CALENDARS • FLOWER BULBS • DUTCH CHOCOLATE • CD’S & VIDEOS
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BOOKS • CALENDARS • FLOWER BULBS • DUTCH CHOCOLATE • CD’S & VIDEOS

Bring
a cooler!

Take some
FISH

home with
you!

VAN DIJK'S FISH
WELL KNOWN FROM THE ST. JACOB'S FARMERS MARKET

for on-site refreshment service
contact us at

VISIT US AT THE ST. JACOB'S FARMERS MARKET
THURSDAYS & SATURDAYS    7:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

during June, July and August also Tuesdays

SATURDAY, MAY 8, 2004SATURDAY, MAY 8, 2004
LA SALLE PARK PAVILIONLA SALLE PARK PAVILION

Burlington, OntarioBurlington, Ontario

Our Wagon supplies 
such snacks as:

lekkerbekjes
kibbeling

fish on a bun
fish & chips

We also have:
maatjes herring

smoked mackerel
smoked eel

kroketten (also in boxes of 24 or 72)
plus an assortment of smoked fish

VAN DIJK FISHERIES
34 DUFFERIN ST.,  AYLMER, ON,  N5H 2L5

TELEPHONE:  519 - 765 - 1188
                FAX:  519 - 773 - 2696 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30th

at the 

Royal Botanical Gardens

Bring
a cooler!

Take some
FISH

home with
you!

VAN DIJK'S FISH
WELL KNOWN FROM THE ST. JACOB'S FARMERS MARKET

CelebratingFriendshipDay...

• Plywood • Panelling

Trim & Mouldings • Doors

Marine Plywood • Cabinet Plywood

257 Centennial Pkwy. N.

Hamilton, Ontario  L8E 2X3

John Ouwehand • Syd Grypstra

Tel: (905) 561-3576           Fax: (905) 561-3581

Enjoy the

Friendship Celebration

Wholesale Imported

Food Distribution

CCUUSSTTAANN FFOOOODDSS LLTTDD..
Gerry Visser, President

1150 Northside Rd., Burlington,

Ontario, Canada L7M 1W8

Tel: (905) 332-6868     Fax: (905) 332-0342

www.custanfoods.com
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Welcoming the 1945

food drops over the

densely populated wes-

tern parts of the

Netherlands.

continued from page 3...

Canadian veterans periodically attending the
Liberation celebrations in the Netherlands often
are overwhelmed by all the attention showered
upon them. The extent of Dutch remembrance
includes the lasting impression of the hardship
and the toll the occupation years extracted of
Dutch society.

Wide support
The broadly-based efforts by Dutch organiza-

tions, dedicated to including Canadian war veter-
ans in national Liberation celebrations has done
much to further cement Canada and Netherlands
relations. Apeldoorn - in 1945 for a time the
headquarters of the Canadian army - over the
years with its massive parades had become the
national focus of these celebrations. Participation
of the Burlington Teen Tour Band in the
Apeldoorn events - 1995, 2000 and also now in
2005 - further set the stage for intensified ties
between the two towns with, among other things,
high schools organizing student exchanges.

These Burlington contacts overseas spurred
local entrepreneur Jack Vander Laan on to also
organize commemorative events at home. His ini-
tiatives from the start received support from the
City as well from various parts of the communi-
ty, a quick check of the 2004 sponsorship list on
page 7 of this issue confirms that story as do all
the 2005 participating businesses on these pages.

Ideas have legs. Vander Laan also felt that the
official ties between Apeldoorn and Burlington
should be enhanced. For instance, he encouraged
Burlington’s Mayor R. MacIsaac to include Apel-
doorn on a trip to Europe and took every oppor-
tunity to remind officials of the ties, which had
been developing spontaneously at grassroots lev-
els. At every turn people agreed he had a point
worth pursuing, a fact Apeldoorn’s Mayor Fred
De Graaf readily acknowledged in an interview
last year. Next month, these ties are scheduled to
graduate to an official Sister City relationship,
nothing but a major coup for Burlington.

The Ontario city, of course, for decades hap-
pens to be the home of a significant Dutch com-
munity. The growth of the Dutch immigrant com-
munity pretty much runs in tandem with the
emergence of Burlington as a suburban city and a
strategically situated commercial centre. It also
became a Canadian distribution point for import-
ed products from the Netherlands when compa-
nies such as Van’s Importing and Holtzheuser
Bros. from Burlington supplied Dutch specialty
stores across the country. Burlington also is the
homebase of another Dutch Canadian effort,
which has grown into a nation-wide recognised
bakery, Voortman Cookies.  

The lakeshore community now is a sprawling
and modern city. Its Dutch Canadian community
in recent years has been reinforced by the open-
ing of a branch of DUCA Financial Services Ltd,

the Greater Toronto-based credit union, which
fifty years ago was started by recently arrived
Dutch immigrants. The branch located in a vacat-
ed bank, a few doors over from Vander Laan’s
Filman’s Men’s Wear store. They are located in
Burlington’s first strip mall outside downtown.
Vander Laan who chairs its tenant organisation,
hopes that more of the mall’s other spaces when
becoming available will attract tenants who fur-
ther enhance the Dutch Canadian community. 

Vander Laan at his men’s clothing store.

Hours: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9 am - 6 pm
www.damseeds.com

WE SELL: SEEDS, POTATOES, BOXPLANTS,
GARDEN SUPPLIES, ORGANIC PESTICIDES

AND MORE!

WILLIAM DAM

SEEDS LTD.
279 Highway 8, Flamborough

(4 miles west of Dundas)
905-628-6641

May 8  f ly-over part  of  local  av iat ion war his tory  preservat ion

BURLINGTON, Ontario - The Lancaster flyover

at the Canada Netherlands Friendship Day on

April 30 is a specific salute by the event sponsor

CNFA to air force crews who endangered them-

selves to help liberate the Netherlands in 1944 and

1945. The Allied air force in its sorties over enemy

territory lost so many planes that the Netherlands

rightly could be a warplane cemetery. Unfortu-

nately, in the great majority of those crashes some

or all crew members lost their lives. Only a small

number of airmen survived and stayed at large,

usually with the aid of local resistance groups.

The CNFA started the Burlington fly-over in 2000
and since has been able to secure enough financial
support to continue the new tradition. The plane(s)
doing the honour belong to the over 40-unit collection
of the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
(CWHM), located at the Hamilton area airport.

The CWHM which opened in 1971 has a total mem-
bership of about 1,500, divided over various support
levels ranging from a basic $75 up to the Bomber
Crew membership of $1,500. This fee includes a ride
on one of the planes such as at the April 30 fly-over.
At peak times, the museum employs 30, including
parttimers. Another 250 to 300 volunteers help keep
one or more aspects of the museum operational.

CWHM also is collecting and preserving oral histo-
ry through its program ‘Voices of the Past’. The
wartime stories of about 300 people were recorded on
tape.

- Proudly celebrating the continued bonds of friendship between Canada and The Netherlands -

52 Main Street West, Grimsby, Ontario
Tel: 905-945-3688

www.dutchshoponline.com

“WE WILL BE ON LOCATION for FRIENDSHIP DAYS
at the ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDEN, BURLINGTON!”

Store Hours:
Mon. - Thu.

9 am - 6:30 pm
Friday 9 am - 9 pm
/Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

elebratingC
YEARS60
Gratitudeof

&Friendship

705-835-2077

FREE
NO MONTHLY FEES

See you at CANADA-NETHERLANDS 
‘FRIENDSHIP DAYS’
SPECIAL PRICING!

• SALES, INSTALLATION & SERVICE 
OF SATELLITE EQUIPMENT SINCE 1986

• REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

The museum is located at 9280 Airport Road,
Hamilton Int’l Airport, Mount Hope, ON  L0R 1W0. 



• 12 noon
Flag Raising
Ceremony
(rain or shine)

• Shore Fly Past
of the WWII
Lancaster
Bomber
(weather               per-
mitting)

• Civic
Officials

• Music by                      
live bands

Join us in our 

EXCELLENT COMMEMORATIVE GIFT IDEA! THE 1940S

DUTCH EXPERIENCE IN LIMITED EDITION PRINT, PAR-
TICULARLY SUITABLE FOR OFFICIAL PRESENTATIONS TO

YOUR LOCAL VETERAN GROUPS OR LEGION BRANCH.

Saturday, April 30, 2005-12:00 noon

BURLINGTON CITY HALL
426 Brant St., Burlington

RAISING OF DUTCH & CANADIAN FLAGS.

PLEASE JOIN US WITH YO

JACK VAN DER LA

FOR MORE INFO, CALL: 905.332.7000 
2031 MOUNT FOREST DR., BU

FLY-O

Bring a Veteran, Your Child

4

LANCASTER FLY-OVER, AS SEEN WITH CO-SPONSOR SAM

AND JUNE SHORE AT THE CANADIAN WAR PLANE HERITAGE

MUSEUM, HAMILTON. MR. SHORE SINCE HAS PASSED AWAY.
AT HIS FUNERAL CLOSE TO $2000.00 WAS DONATED FOR

THE LANCASTER FLY-PAST. MORE WAS RAISED ON AIR BY

CKML-RADIO HOST ROY GREEN.

Excellent commemorative 
experience in Limited Editio
for  official presentations to

or Legion
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event is the group’s 15th consecutive event. Although it obtains its medals from
the KNBLO, the Nijmegen organisation, 4DEW’s concept is significantly differ-
ent. Nijmegen uses public roads for its walks and
appeals to people willing to march for long dis-
tances, 40 or 50 kilometres - dawn to dusk - each
day. For its 96th event in July this year, registra-
tion for 47,000 participants already was  filled in
March. The Nijmegen vierdaagse attracts partici-
pants from numerous countries, including many
military groups, the original constituency of over
90 years ago.

Royal Botanical Gardens venue for Canadian version of popular Dutch event 

Available at your local independent garden centres in Spring and Fall

Plant top quality imported Dutch flower bulbs from

RICHMOND CARPETS • ARMSTRONG VINYL FLOORING
ANDERSON, AWARD & IMAGES HARDWOOD

SERTA BEDDING • CORK & PERGO FLOORING
CASA ROMA CERAMICS • FURNITURE

Exceeding the standard in quality & service

925 Arvin Avenue
Stoney Creek ON  L8E 5N9

phone 905 643 3535
toll-free 1 800 263 1375

fax 905 643 3585
email sales@jancosteel.com
website www.jancosteel.com

Ted & Helen Postma

A Division of 1014542 Ontario Limited
Tel: (905) 336-1041

Fax: (905) 336-9564
Address: 3226 Appollo Road

Burlington, ON  L7M 2M8
E-mail: Info@trpconstruction.ca

Website: www.trpconstruction.ca
Check it out!

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
General ContractorsGeneral Contractors

Property maintenance - residential

(905) 627-3370
BOX 2, RR#2, DUNDAS

Tip Top Landscaping

DUTCH LIBERATION 60TH ANNIVERSARY 1945-2005
We thank all veterans and the veterans’ families for their sacrifices

579 Ontario Street, St. Catharines, Ontario
Ph: 905-934-6454      fax: 905-934-3344     email: lindeg_ramaker@cogeco.ca

BURLINGTON - Organisers of the

Four-Day Evening Walk (4DEW) are

upbeat about changes made to accom-

modate the participants at the Royal

Botanical Gardens, the site of the walk-

ing trails. All four days, the walks will

start and finish at RGB’s Nature

Centre. 4DEW used the centre only for

some of the walks during previous

years. Modelled after the Nijmegen

Vierdaagse, the Burlington evenings’

event is a leisurely affair with distance

of 5, 10 and 15 kilometres.

The trails largely are in the gardens’
arboretum. This year’s June 13-16
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- Karl and Trudy

503 Brant Street 
Burlington, Ontario   L7R 2G5

Phone: (905) 632-1311
Fax: (905) 632-5362

Mon Bijou
R E S T A U R A N T

We put our faith into our practice.

van der Woerd & Faber
Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators

Herman Faber, LL.B., LL.M

Harold P.R. Olij, LL.B

Jan van der Woerd, LL.B. (ret.)

Marvin D. Dyck, B.R.S., LL.B (ret.)

187 Hughson Street South, Hamilton, ON  L8N 2B6

Phone: 905-525-3786   Fax: 905-523-8875

email: info@faberlaw.ca

Village Square Mall, Smithville, ON   L0R 1A0

Phone: 905-957-7240  Fax: 905-957-4635

email: info@olijlaw.ca

333 Plains Road West, Burlington, ON

Phone: 905-524-2203

Mountainside
Collision

MOUNTAINSIDE
COLLISION SERVICES INC.

2481 Industrial Street, Burlington, Ontario

905-335-3171

Enjoy a Day of Celebrating
A Unique Friendship!

CANADA - THE NETHERLANDS
60 YEARS

- A unique friendship borne out of shared history.
1945 - 2005

BARRIE, ONTARIO

We Salute
The Canada-Netherlands
Friendship Association

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 
‘FRIENDSHIP DAY’ - APRIL 30/’05

60th ANNIVERSARY DUTCH LIBERATION

- 1945 - - 2005 - 

Thank You
to everyone for making the

CANADA NETHERLANDS FRIENDSHIP DAY
at Burlington such a success on May 8th,2004

The event was co-sponsored by:

DUCA Financial Services Limited

Verstraete Travel 

Investment Planning Counsel

- Ken VanderLaan 

Janco Steel 

Bick Financial Security Corporation 

Dutch Canadian Legion 

Smith Funeral Homes 

P.V. & V. Insurance  

Kitching-Steepe-Ludwig Funeral Home Ltd. 

Sleeman Breweries Ltd. & Grolsch Beer

De Boer’s Furniture Ltd.

Trader Media Corporation

Elizabeth Witmer M.P.P.

Cam Jackson M.P.P.  

Mount Royal Development

Kruter Construction Company Ltd. 

Van Dijk Fish

CIBC Corporate Banking Centre

Proud to be Canadian 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hart 

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Laron 

THE CITY OF BURLINGTON

Strategic assistance by supplied by:
Mon Bijou Restaurant 

Webb Printing  

Voortmans Cookies 

Salverda Donuts

Jack Huisman Accounting

The Canada Choir, Peter Wildeman, director.

Gerry Tymstra, musical accompanyment

Bezemer’s Digital Art and Graphics  

Foods of the World - Denninger Ltd.

Strategic assistance, cont.:
Mon Bijou Restaurant 

Webb Printing  

Voortmans Cookies 

Salverda Donuts

Jack Huisman Accounting

The Canada Choir, Peter Wildeman, director.

Gerry Tymstra, musical accompanyment

Bezemer’s Digital Art and Graphics  

Foods of the World - Denninger Ltd.

The event was publicized by:
CHML Radio & host Roy Green

Dutch Touch Radio & host Martin van Denzen

The Friendship Herald

was produced by and distributed through

the Windmill Herald

This effort was made possible with the 

generous support from the business 

community. _ _ _ _

the Burlington ABC Committee members

Mr. Rick Craven, City and Regional Council 

Member  MC

Mrs. Libby Brolmann,  assistant co-ordinator

Jack VanderLaan

Founder & Chair, Canada Netherlands 

Friendship Association

For more info, please call: 905.332.7000 or e-mail: jacobvdl@sympatico.ca • 905 North Shore Blvd W., Burlington, On. L7T 1B2



A SALUTE TO OUR COMMUNITY-MINDED
ADVERTISERS WHO MADE THIS PUBLICATION

A DELIGHT TO PRODUCE.

PRODUCED BY:
VANDERHEIDE PUBLISHING CO. LTD., FOR THE

CANADA NETHERLANDS FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION
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INSERT TO the Windmill Herald
• ARTICLES BY: ALBERT VAN DER HEIDE

• COPY EDITOR: TJEERD HULSTRA

• PHOTOGRAPHY: JACOB ABAS & ALBERT VAN DER HEIDE

• ADVERTISING: HENK HOORNENBORG

• PRODUCTION: SHELDON HEPPNER

PHONE. 1.800.881.0705  |  FAX. 1.604.532.1734
EMAIL. windmill@godutch.com  |  WEB. www.godutch.com
Address: PO Box 3006, Stn. LCD1, Langley, BC V3A 4R3

Amsterdam Limousine Services

Introducing: Frank Meuleman, your personal chauffeur for...

For more information Call us at 416 -917-1596
toll-free 1-877-698-6058

Corporate Livery Services
• Airport Services

• Dedicated Chauffeur
• Point to Point Livery

• Niagara Tours
• Casino Tours

• Night on the Town
• Prom/Graduation

• Anniversaries
• Weddings

Entertainment / Leisure

Lincoln Sedans & Stretches Special Occasions

Check out our website at: www.amsterdamlimo.ca

Our e-mail address: service@amsterdamlimo.ca

Amsterdam Limousine Services

Introducing: Frank Meuleman, your personal chauffeur for...
Corporate Livery Services

• Airport Services
• Dedicated Chauffeur
• Point to Point Livery

• Niagara Tours
• Casino Tours

• Night on the Town
• Prom/Graduation

• Anniversaries
• Weddings

Entertainment / Leisure

Lincoln Sedans & Stretches Special Occasions

Check out our website at: www.amsterdamlimo.ca

Our e-mail address: service@amsterdamlimo.ca

Financial Planning & Investments
Our focus is your financial independence.

241 Wilson Street. East Ancaster
(905) 648-9559 • 1-888-777-2425
www.bickfinancial.com

- Proudly celebrating the continued bonds of friendship between Canada and The Netherlands -

52 Main Street West, Grimsby, Ontario
Tel: 905-945-3688

www.dutchshoponline.com

“WE WILL BE ON LOCATION for FRIENDSHIP DAYS
at the ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDEN, BURLINGTON!”

Store Hours:
Mon. - Thu.

9 am - 6:30 pm
Friday 9 am - 9 pm
/Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

elebratingC
YEARS60
Gratitudeof

&Friendship

Consulting Engineers

3600 Billings Court, Suite 100

Burlington, Ontario

L7N 3N6

Telephone (905) 333-9698

Fax (905) 333-9319

E-Mail:
svanderwoerd@vdwengineering.com

Steven van der Woerd
P. Eng.

van der Woerd
& Associates Ltd.

The Finest in Imported and Domestic Wood

2483 Industrial Street, Burlington, ON    L7P 1A6

Phone: (905) 335-8066               Fax: (905) 335-7080 

Email: info@exotic-woods.com       Web: www.exotic-woods.com


